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Pursing God: Honestly 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Greenwood, South Carolina 
September 22, 2019 

 

First Reading: Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires 
everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also 
one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a ransom 
for all-this was attested at the right time. 7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling 
the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  

Today we continue our series, Pursuing God with a sermon entitled Honestly.  So I will honestly share 
that Paul’s words to Timothy are challenging, for he has admonished Timothy and us to pray for our 
kings and leaders indeed for all people with supplications, intercessions and thanksgiving  and that is not 
always easy! But Paul reminds us, that Jesus desires everyone to be saved and to know him, that indeed 
he gave himself as a ransom for all… even and perhaps especially for folks like the fellow we are going 
read about today.  So with thanksgiving, let us hear God’s word from Luke 16:1-13. 

Second Reading Luke 16:1-13 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought 
to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, 'What is this 
that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager 
any longer.' 3Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what 
to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.' 5So, 
summoning his master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' 
6He answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 
fifty.' 7Then he asked another, 'And how much do you owe?' He replied, 'A hundred containers of 
wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill and make it eighty.' 8And his master commended the dishonest 
manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.  

10"Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is 
dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust 
to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give 
you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love 
the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth."  
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Do you remember Jacob, son of Isaac and Rebecca?  Twin brother to Esau?  The 

one whose name means, “Trickster?”  Do you remember how he tricked Esau out 

of his birthright and his father’s blessing and had to run off to his uncle Laban? 

And how when he was returning home, he sent his wives and children before him 

to meet his most certainly angry brother Esau?  Jacob was a scoundrel!  Like many 

in the Bible, not someone to emulate.  But do you remember how, before he 

crossed over the river Jordan to meet his brother Esau, probably in battle, he 

wrestled with God all night long?  And at the end of the night, he held on to God 

until God gave him a blessing?  It was there that God changed Jacob’s name to 

Israel, which means, “One who wrestles with God.” 

It was in remembering Jacob, that I was able to hold onto Jesus’s parable for 

today, wrestling with it until it offered a blessing, for I must confess, that my first 

and rather enduring reaction was, “Jesus, what were you thinking?”  What can 

you possible have to teach us through the character and actions of this “dishonest 

manager.”  But in remembering Jacob, I remembered not only the blessing that 

comes with honest wrestling with God, but the truth that God works in and 

through broken folks like Jacob the trickster, and David the adulterer and 

murderer, and Rahab the prostitute, and Mary and unwed mother, and Peter, the 
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denier, and Paul the persecutor, and maybe even this despicable fellow, and 

maybe even me. 

He is the worst sort isn’t he?  He has squandered his master’s wealth.  You can tell 

he doesn’t even keep very good books, because when he goes to his master’s 

debtors, he has to ask them what they owe.  He is a weak man, declaring himself 

to be unable to work.  He is a proud man, too good to beg.  He is a self-serving 

man, scheming with his master’s wealth to curry favor with those who are 

indebted to his master.  He is a dishonest man, scurrying around and doctoring his 

master’s books before turning them in to accounting.  Even when his master 

commends him in the end, he calls him, “shrewd.”  It seems kind of a left-handed 

compliment, isn’t it?  He certainly isn’t the sort of man you would want managing 

your affairs. 

And yet, even for all his flaws, and all his self-serving intentions, what has he 

done?  He has offered unexpected relief to those burdened by debt.  He has 

offered grace.  Granted… it is for his own benefit, but what can we learn from this 

dishonest manager’s actions as we who would be honest stewards serve the 

master who calls us to account?  Can our generous giving and forgiving be a 

witness to the one who has been so generous and forgiving to us? 
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I read recently that one company made a 75-million-dollar charitable contribution 

and spent 100 million dollars in an advertising campaign to tell folks about their 

good deed.  Self-serving?  Yes.  Impactful for those who received the help?  Yes.  

Does it call other companies and individuals to similar actions? Yes.  Are more 

people helped?  Yes.  Does grace abound?  Yes!   

How can our generous giving and forgiving serve not us, but Christ?  How can it 

help relieve the burdens of others? 

Later this week, our mission committee will take a check for nearly $2000 to the 

food bank for their weekend backpack program.  This donation will provide 

weekend meals for 190 children this year.  Why do we do this? Because we serve 

a master who sees his hungry children and feeds them.  We will take a 

photograph and tell others about our donation.  Why? Because our generosity 

bears witness to the generosity of God.  And because our witness will invite 

others to do the same.  Grace multiplied! 

I was interested in this word, “shrewd.”  So, I looked it up.  Although it is used at 

least 6 other times in the New Testament, it is only here that it is translated as 

“shrewd.”  In other places, it is translated as “wise, thoughtful or clever.”   
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The commentary on Jesus parable states, “the children of this generation are 

more shrewd in dealing with one another than are the children of the light.”  Can 

we who serve not ourselves but God be clever, wise and thoughtful in our giving 

and forgiving?  Can we who choose God over gain not learn something from those 

who are shrewd in serving their own interests?  Can we who seek to pursue God 

honestly not learn something from this dishonest manager.  Jesus seems to think 

so. 

 

Driving through a land of steeples, one would not think that the first place one 

might look for a parable of grace would be in a football stadium, where rivalries 

are generational.  I heard that just this weekend in Athens, GA, all the bars of Irish 

Spring soap were removed from the shelves in advance of the Notre Dame game 

yesterday.  But then, there was last week, when the story was not so much about 

the shut out of Arkansas State by the UGA Bulldogs, but about the sea of pink that 

greeted rival Arkansas coach, Blake Anderson when he entered Stanford Stadium.  

An estimated 30 thousand UGA fans left their black and red at home and “wore 

pink for Wendy,” in memory and honor of Wendy Anderson, Arkansas Coach 

Anderson’s wife who died on August 19 from breast cancer. 
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A viral movement was started in the week prior to the game by UGA alumnus, 

Dwight Standridge, who told a reporter, “"The way I try to live and approach 

each day is: you do what's right, not what is easy. And what would have 

been easy last Saturday was for (UGA fans) to show up in red and black. But 

what was right on Saturday is what happened." 

In spite of the football rivalry between Arkansas and UGA, Standridge felt a 

connection to the Arkansas coach, because Standridge he had lost his 

mother to breast cancer when he was a freshman in college, leading him 

ultimately to be an active leader in the group, Bulldogs Battling Breast 

Cancer.   

When Standridge read Graham Coffee’s weekly column, he was moved to 

action again.  Graham writes a weekly column that is all about why Georgia 

should hate this week’s opponent, but in writing about Arkansas State, 

Graham basically said, “I can’t find a reason to hate them.  How can you 

hate or wish bad intentions on a team whose coach just lost his wife to 

cancer?”   
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That’s when Standridge tweeted a callout to the Bulldog nation to wear 

pink, “to show Coach Anderson that regardless of the score on Saturday, his 

family is in our thoughts and prayers.  It’s about more than the game.” 

Our text for today starts this way: 

“Then Jesus said this to his disciples.”  Which made me look back a bit to 

what had happened before the, “then.”  Do you remember?  The sinners 

and tax collectors were following Jesus and the Pharisees were wondering 

why Jesus spent so much time with them.  So Jesus tells them three stories.  

One about a shepherd who lost a sheep and another about a woman who 

lost a coin and a third about a father who lost a son.  And then… this story 

about a sinner, who did something good.   

Why do you go to the football stadium?  Because you just might see 

something good.  Where, I wonder is God calling us to rise above the rivalry 

or the conflict to practice compassion?  How will the world see us working 

with reaching out to our adversaries with love? 

We so often deal in binaries.  Things are black or white.  Good or bad.  Male 

or female. In or out.  Republican or Democrat.  Scoundrel or Saint.  We 
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discount others because they are on the other side of the binary.  But God 

sees more grey than we do. For there is bad in the good and good in the 

bad.  If we hold on long enough, God will work all things into something 

good.  The blessing, my friends, is worth the wrestling. 

So, let us pursue God honestly, with all that we say and do, looking out not 

for our own interest, but for the interests of our neighbors and to God’s 

glory. 

 


